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1 . SUMMARY. AFTER A TEN DAY SUSPENSION OF PUBLICATION 
EL DIA REOPENED WITH A NEW MANAGING EDITOR AND A LONG 
EDITORIAL FOCUSING ALMOST ENTIRELY UPON THE GUILT 
OF THE UNKNOWN CULPRIT WHO PRECIPITATED THE CLOSURE BY 
INCLUDING TWO WORDS IN THE CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING. THE 
EDITORIAL IS A RELATIVELY WEAK ANSWER TO THE SEVERE 
SANCTIONS TAKEN AGAINST THE NEWSPAPER AND MAY WELL PORTEND 
A LESSENING OF EL DIA S OPPOSITON STANCE. THE EXPULSION 
OF ITS MANAGING EDITOR AND THE REMOVAL OF ONE OF THE MEMBERS 
OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS MAY ALSO CONTRIBUTE TO A GRADUAL 
EMASCULATION OF THE NEWSPAPER. EL PAIS, MEANWHILE, BOWED 
TO PRESSURE AND WITHDREW FROM PRINT A SPEECH MADE BY A 
COUNCILLOR OF STATE DEPLORING THE EL DIA CLOSURE AS AN 
ATTACK ON THE FREEDOM OF THE PRESS. WE WILL BE WATCHING 
TO SEE WHETHER EL DIA RETURNS TO A MEANINGFUL OPPOSITION 
ROLE AND TO GAUGE THE EXTENT TO WHICH THE PUBLIC SUPPORTS 
IT DURING ITS TRIALS. END SUMMARY. 
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2. AFTER A FORCED TEN DAY ABSENCE, URUGUAY'S MOST 
PRESTIGIOUS MEWSPAPER, EL DIA RETURNED TO THE NEWSSTANDS 
OCTOBER 7 WITH A NEW MANAGING EDITOR AND A 7-COLUMN FRONT PAGE 
EDITORIAL DISCLAIMING EDITORIAL RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE TWO 
OFFENSIVE WORDS WHICH PRECIPITATED THE CLOSURE OF THE NEWS- 
PAPER, THE EXILE OF ITS MANAGING EDITOR AND THE REVOCATION 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


OF ITS TAX EXEMPTIONS. WITH THE EXPULSION OF MANAGING EDITOR 
LEONARDO GUZMAN, THE OWNERS OF THE DAILY TOOK THE OPPORTUNITY 
TO REALIGN ITS EDITORIAL/ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF. WITH ONLY 
ONE EXCEPTION, THE NEW STAFF IS COMPOSED OF MEMBERS OF THE 
BATTLE FAMILY. WHILE REPRESENTING A NET LOSS OF 
JOURNALISTIC EXPERIENCE, THE NEW ALIGNMENT IS PROBABLY MORE 
ACCEPTABLE TO THE GOU. 

3. AFTER EXPLAINING IN DETAIL THE INVESTIGATIVE PROCESS 
WHICH PRECEDED THE CLOSURE, EL DIA S FRONT PAGE EDITORIAL 
QUOTES AN EDITORIAL WHICH IT SAID ALMOST APPEARED IN THE 
FIRST EDITION PRINTED AFTER THE INCIDENT. THIS QUOTATION 
STATES THAT EL DIA IS AN OPPOSITION NEWSPAPER, BUT HARSHLY 
CRITICIZES THE UNKNOWN PERPETRATOR OF THE DEED. EL DIA 
CHARACTERIZES THE ACT AS ONE OF "CURRISH OPPOSITION," 

COMPLETELY AT ODDS WITH ITS "MANLY OPPOSITION," WHICH IS 
HONEST, SINCERE AND LOYAL. EL DIA THEN EXPLAINS THAT 

THE QUOTED EDITORIAL DID NOT APPEAR BECAUSE THE NEWSPAPER 
DECIDED THAT IT WOULD CALL TOO MUCH ATTENTION TO THE INCIDENT 
AND POSSIBLY OBSTRUCT THE POLICE INVESTIGATION. THE EDITORIAL 
CONCLUDES BY SAYING THAT THE EXPULSION OF GUZMAN IS IN 
EXPLICABLE. 

4. EL DIA'S REGULAR EDITORIAL FOCUSES ALMOST ENTIRELY ON 
THE QUESTION OF TAX EXEMPTIONS FOR NEWSPAPERS, ARGUING 
THAT THE PEOPLE ARE THE REAL BENEFICIARIES OF THEM. THE 
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EDITORIAL NOTES THE ECONOMIC CONSEQUENCES OF THE TAX EXEMPTION 

LOSS, LAMENTING THAT THIS FORCES AN INCREASE IN PRICES 

(23 PERCENT PER COPY AND 33 PERCENT FOR CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING) 

AND A REDUCTION IN SIZE. 

5. IN WHAT COULD HAVE BEEN AN INTERESTING DEVELOPMENT, 
GOVERNMENT SUPPORTING EL PAIS WAS TO REPRINT A SHORT SPEECH MADE 
OCTOBER 4 IN THE COUNCIL OF STATE BY COUNCILLOR DANIEL RODRIGUEZ 
LARRETA. RODRIGUEZ LARETTA, ONE OF THE FEW COUNCILLORS PUBLICLY 
TO VOICE INDEPENDENT VIEWS, TOOK THE GOVERNMENT TO TASK FOR THE 
CLOSING ANDSTATED THAT IT WOULD DEEPLY AFFECT FREEDOM OF THE 
PRESS IN URUGUAY. HE ALSO POINTED OUT THAT THE INCIDENT COULD 
ONLY TARNISH THE NATION'S IMAGE AT A TIME WHEN 

THE GOVERNMENT WAS TRYING TO BETTER THAT IMAGE. 

6. COMMENT: EL DIA'S RETURN EDITORIAL PERHAPS REFLECTS 
THE NEWSPAPER'S HOPE TO REGAIN ITS TAX EXEMPTIONS EVEN AT 
THE COST OF KOWTOWING TO THE GOVERNMENT. IF THIS SUB 
MISSIVENESS CONTINUES IT WOULD BE UNFORTUNATE SINCE THE 
REAPPEARANCE OF THE NEWSPAPER AT ADDITIONAL COST PROVIDES 
A GOLDEN OPPORTUNITY FOR THE POPULACE TO SEND A MESSAGE 
TO ITS GOVERNMENT BY SUPPORING EL DIA. AS ONE OBSERVER 
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TOLD AN EMBASSY OFFICER "NOW WE WILL FIND OUT IF DEMOCRACY 
IS WORTH AN EXTRA 40 PESOS (ONE DIME) A DAY.” WE WILL BE 
WATCHING CLOSELY TO SEE IF EL DIA REFUSES TO ABANDON ITS 
OPPOSITION ROLE AND WHETHER PUBLIC SUPPORT FOR IT MATERIALIZES. 

PEZZULLO 
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